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What’s the big deal?What’s the big deal?



Today’s focusToday’s focus

1. Is your waste regulated by RCRA?
2. Is your business conditionally 

exempt?
3. What’s required?
4. Where can you get help?



1.  1.  Is your waste regulated ?Is your waste regulated ?

Maybe, but first you have to ask:
Is it a solid waste?
Is it excluded or exempted?
Does it designate as hazardous 
(or dangerous)?



““Solid Waste”?Solid Waste”?

Liquids, solids or gases.
Discarded, disposed, abandoned 
materials.
Certain recycled materials, and 
materials  accumulated and stored 
prior to recycling. 
“Inherently waste-like” stuff.  





Is it excluded?Is it excluded?

Material may be 
excluded from 
the definition of 
a solid waste if it 
is recycled in 
certain ways.

Examples
Material returned 
(as is) to the 
original process
Material used as 
a  substitute in 
another process 



What about What about thesethese recycled recycled 
wastes?wastes?

NOT exempted or 
excluded from 
regulation, but get a 
fair ‘break’.
Must be managed 
appropriately prior to 
recycling, 
reclamation, and 
recovery.

Used oil
Spent antifreeze
Lead-acid batteries 
universal waste
Waste containing 
precious metals



Is it exempted?Is it exempted?

Examples
Household waste
Asphaltic materials
Roofing tars
Lab samples
Shredded circuit 
boards

… and many more.

Some material is 
exempted from 
regulation, even 
though its solid 
waste.



Does it designate?Does it designate?



Waste designation toolsWaste designation tools

Knowledge of 
process, chemical 
formulations, Material 
Safety Data Sheets 
(MSDS)

Results from 
analytical testing



Does it designate?Does it designate?

Listed discarded chemical product
Listed dangerous waste source 
Characteristic dangerous waste
WA state-only dangerous waste
– Solid corrosives (-090)
– Certain PCBs (-082)
– Criteria waste (toxicity & persistence) (-100)



Listed discarded Listed discarded 
chemical product: Pchemical product: P-- & U& U--listslists

Refer to chemical lists 
– P-listed are acutely toxic (quick death)
– U-listed are toxic (slightly slower death)
Include residue or contaminated stuff
Key: “sole active ingredient”



Listed dangerous Listed dangerous 
waste source: Fwaste source: F-- & K& K--listlist

Sources listed in -9904
–Non-specific sources (F-listed)
–Specific sources (K-listed)
Include residue & contaminated stuff
Check the QEL
WA-only PCB source (W001)



Characteristic WasteCharacteristic Waste

Ignitable (D001)
Corrosive (D002)
Reactive (D003)
Toxic (D004 - D043)



Ignitable (D001)Ignitable (D001)

Flashpoint <140° F
Unstable solid/gas 
Oxidizers



Corrosive (D002)Corrosive (D002)

pH 2 to 12.5
Corrodes steel 
Solids (WA Only)
– Waste Code: 

WSC2
– May be 

considered 
“special waste”



Reactive (D003)Reactive (D003)

Reacts w/ water, 
shock, heat or 
pressure
Undergoes 
rapid/violent reaction
Ex: perchlorates, 
peroxides, cyanides



Toxic (D004 Toxic (D004 –– D043)D043)

8 heavy metals, 
10 pesticides, 
22 organic chemicals

Toxicity 
Characteristics 
Leaching Procedure 
(TCLP)
Toxicity characteristics 
list with contaminant 
concentrations 



WAWA--only designation only designation 
(toxicity & persistence) (toxicity & persistence) 



WAWA--only designationonly designation

Toxicity
“Equivalent 
Concentration” (EC) of 
Hazardous 
Constituents

– WT02 if EC = 0.001% 
- 1.0%

– WT01 if EC >1.0%

Persistence 
Halogenated Organic 
Compounds (HOC)
– WP02 if <0.01% -

1.0% 
– WP01 if >1.0%

Polycyclic Aromatic 
Hydrocarbons (PAH) 
– WP03 if > 1%  



2. Is your business conditionally 2. Is your business conditionally 
exempt?exempt?

It depends on your generator status:
Conditionally Exempt Small Quantity 
Generators (CESQG)
Medium Quantity Generator (MQG)
Large Quantity Generator (LQG)



Conditionally ExemptConditionally Exempt
Small Quantity Generators (SQG)Small Quantity Generators (SQG)
Generate < 220 lbs. per 

month, and never 
accumulate over 2,200 
lbs. on-site at one time.

Generate < 2.2 lbs. of   
P-listed wastes, F020-
F023, F026, F027 wastes 
or WT01 wastes.



Medium Quantity Generators Medium Quantity Generators 
(MQG)(MQG)

(Oregon (Oregon -- Small Quantity Generator)Small Quantity Generator)
Generate between 220 lbs. and 2,200 
lbs of waste per month, and never 
accumulate over 2,200 lbs. on-site at 
one time.

Generate and accumulate < 2.2 lbs. of 
P code wastes, F020-023, F026-027, 
WT01 wastes.



Large Quantity Generators (LQG)Large Quantity Generators (LQG)

Generate over 2,200 lbs of waste per 
month, or accumulate over 2,200 lbs. 
on-site at one time.

Generate and accumulate > 2.2 lbs. of 
P code wastes, F020-023, F026-027, 
WT01 wastes.



3. What’s required?3. What’s required?



Dangerous Waste ManagementDangerous Waste Management
(6 easy steps)(6 easy steps)

4. Keep containers 
closed & in good 
condition.

5. Label containers
6. Transport and 

dispose of waste

1. Put waste in 
containers.

2. Clean-up spills & 
prevent releases.

3. Store incompatibles 
separately, and use 
compatible 
containers.



Dangerous Waste ManagementDangerous Waste Management
(6 easy steps)(6 easy steps)

1. Place waste into 
containers. 
NO dumping, 
draining, tossing or 
pitching waste 
without a permit!

(No, it can’t be dumped down the sink!)



Dangerous Waste ManagementDangerous Waste Management
(6 easy steps)(6 easy steps)

2. Clean up spills as they 
happen, and prevent 
future releases. Use 
“secondary 
containment” to catch 
releases.

(No, the little red wagon probably won’t cut it!)



Dangerous Waste ManagementDangerous Waste Management
(6 easy steps)(6 easy steps)

3. Store incompatible 
wastes separately, 
and use containers 
compatible with 
waste.

4. Keep containers 
closed and in good 
condition.



Dangerous Waste ManagementDangerous Waste Management
(6 easy steps)(6 easy steps)

5. Label containers as 
“dangerous” or 
“hazardous”, and 
identify the risk (e.g. 
flammable, toxic, 
persistent, etc.).

FLAMMABLE

3



Dangerous Waste ManagementDangerous Waste Management
(6 easy steps)(6 easy steps)

6. Properly transport 
and dispose of 
wastes.

You’re responsible!



Typical ProblemsTypical Problems



Unknown if 
dangerous waste









Open containers; 
no labels



Open containers (rings not secure), 
no containment, no labels



What is that stuff in the open 55-gallon container?  
Are the other containers product or waste?









Open containers;
Containers not labeled;

Evidence of spills



If “bad thinner” is DW, then 
must be labeled as such 

and with the risk.



Solvent based paints cannot be evaporated.  
This would be OK for latex.



Containers 
weren’t empty



Where’s the risk label?



What would help?What would help?

Good operations
Routine inspections
Employee training for 
routine & emergency 
operations
Recordkeeping
Reporting



WEEKLY INSPECTIONS! 

Required for MQGs and LQGs, 
recommended for SQGs



Training Plan.  Required for LQGs; recommended for MQGs and 
SQGs.  Go to our website at: 
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/hwtr/reg_comp_guide/pages/regs_
hazwaste.html for full guide.  Some copies are available today.





RecordkeepingRecordkeeping

Keep copies of:
Your most recent Notification Form 2 
Dangerous waste annual reports
Your inspection forms 
All manifests, land disposal restriction forms, bills of 
lading (for at least five years)

LQGs must keep copies of:
Contingency plan (spill prevention and emergency 
response)
Training plan and training records



ReportingReporting

Spills, fire, explosions, or releases of 
dangerous waste must be reported to 
appropriate local authorities, DEQ, Ecology, 
and potentially the National Response 
Center, (800)424-8802.



4. Where can you get help?Where can you get help?
Technical Assistance
Non-enforcement help 
from Ecology, Clark 
County and others
On-site assistance
On-line resources and 
Guidance.



OnOn--line resourcesline resources



OnOn--line resourcesline resources



OnOn--line resourcesline resources



OnOn--line resourcesline resources



Thanks!Thanks!

Thank you for attending this presentation.
We hope it has been helpful.

Please contact us if you have any questions.

Kerry GraberKerry Graber
(360) 407-0241

kgra461@ecy.wa.gov

Lydia Cabeza WagnerLydia Cabeza Wagner
(360) 407-6342

lbla461@ecy.wa.gov
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